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Purpose:

To provide guidance to Council members and accredited programs regarding the appropriateness
and process for seeking an extension of a programs current accreditation

Policy:

The National Environmental Health Science and Protection Accreditation Council (EHAC)
offers both undergraduate and graduate accreditation for environmental health programs. When
requested, the Council may consider granting extensions to programs if, and only when

necessary.

Procedures:

A. Extensions for Programs Seeking First-Time Accreditation

a.

Programs seeking accreditation for the first time must submit, by October 1 of each
year, an Application for Accreditation. (Application can be found online at:
www.ehacoffice.org or requested from the Office.) Along with the Application,
programs must submit a one-time fee of $500 ($300 if seeking accreditation for an
additional program).

If a program reaches the deadline for submitting their self-study and are unable to,
they may request an extension from the Council.

The program must request, in writing, an extension before the self-study deadline.

All extension requests will be reviewed by the Chair in consultation with the Board of
Directors of EHAC and will include an evaluation of program progress toward
accreditation.

An extension may be granted only one year with the application fee rolling over to
the next year.

Programs requiring extensions of longer than one year will receive a refund (minus
$50 processing fee) and be required to reapply when ready.

B. Extensions for Programs seeking Re-Accreditation

a. EHAC Guidelines currently state:
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Extension of Accredited Status: Granted to fully accredited programs for a
period of one year when circumstances beyond the control of the
environmental health science and protection program prevent the
completion of the self-study document and scheduling of the site visit, or
the correction of identified compliance problems within the agreed upon
time frame. Normally, an extension on the due date of the self-study
document must be requested at least six months prior to the end of the
current period of accreditation.

b. Programs requesting an extension must request an extension, via a letter to the Chair,
no less than 6 months prior to the end of the current period of accreditation.

Extensions will be granted only once per accreditation period and for one year only.

d. Extensions will be granted for extreme circumstances only, e.g.., departure of a
program director or key faculty, significant changes within the University or College
or Program curricula, or circumstances that would prevent the completion of the site
visit, self-study.

e. Extensions requested in time for the EHAC annual meeting will be voted on by the
entire Council. Extensions requested after the annual meeting and at least six months
before the end of accreditation period will be voted on by the Board of Directors.

f. The Board of Directors shall review and respond to any requests for extensions within
thirty-days of the request.

g. Programs requesting extensions during the last six months of their accreditation cycle
will be required to reapply for accreditation as a new program and comply with all
EHAC requirements for new programs.
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